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NO INTERNET FOR IIT-D POST MIDNIGHT

AGE CORRESPONDENT

If misused the Internet
could affect a student’s
academic performance, bel-
ieves IT-Delhi that has pro-
hibited its students from
using the Internet in their
hostel premises between 1 am
and 6 am. In fact, the Internet
has been disconnected in the
hostel during these hours.
Says Shashi Mathur, Dean,
students, IIT-Delhi, “It was

noticed that there was a lot of @
traffic during these hours.

Students would watch You- {'
Tube, surf social networking
sites, download movies ory.

play games until the wee
hours of the morning. Most
students were late for their 8
am classes. We had to take this
measure in concurrence with
the student council to ensure
that their academic perfor-
mance did not suffer.”

Students who need to use the
Internet for their studies or
project work, etc., can use it
24x7 in the libraries, labs and
research rosms on campiis.
Mathur says that students are
also not restricted from using
their own wireless Internet
connections in their rooms.
~While some students are fine

¥

k>

with the restrictions, others
question the logic behind the
decision. “We are not con-
vinced with the decision to
ban Internet use at night.
Students who were misusing
the facility will continue te do
s0. A number of us study late
and the Internet is a basic
requirement. After a whole
day’s work, it is impractical to

The Internet is on
24x7 in the
libraries, labs and
research rooms

- for those who
want to use it for
their studies

it

" Internet hours. Adds a-

expect us to visit libraries and
research rooms,” says a sec-
-ond year student of electrical
engineering. )
Though the decision has cre-
ated some inconvenience, stu-
dents are not too perturbed. A
few of them have arranged
their personal wireless con-
nections and a number of
them have rescheduled their

first year student of IT,
“Though, it was fun to
have the (facility
round the clock, it
is good to have
one less temp-
tation in your
room. We've
pooled in and
got a wireless con-
nection for any-
thing wurgent. My
friends download the
bigger stuff or files when
the Internet is on.”




HT, Mumbai

II'T-B panel not for
board marks in JEE

Bhavya Dore

m bhavya dore@hindusiantimas.com

MUMBAL: A screening test for all
aspirants followed by another
test for selected candidates; and
board exam marks removed from
the admission equation are some
sugwestions made by the Indian
Institute of l‘LlLI1.r|1:Jlnn;.":1|r Bombay
(IIT-B) panel for the Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE).

These sugrestions are still
being finalised. JEE is the
entrance criterion to the 11Ts,

The HRD ministry had pro-
posed, among other l:h-'&ll‘l{.,"i:“-'.
including a eandidate's board
exams marks based on a per-
centile score, as part of JEE
reforms, from next yvear.

Following opposition from the
senates of 1I'T-B, 1I'T-Delhi and

NEXT MEETING

THE IIT COUNCIL, which
comprises |IT directors and
other officials, will meet on
May 12 to deliberate on
suggestions from various IITs.

HT-Kanpur, the ministry asked
individual IITs to draft their own
proposals and debate them in
their senates. The panel is also
opposing the implementation of
reforms from 2013, “All this will
he debated in the senate” said
an II'T-B official. IIT-B director,
Devang Khakhar, declined to
comment.

I'T-kanpur has also come up
with a similar suggestion, of
using the ministry'’s proposed
test as a screening process for
candidates.
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Need to revisit the II'T system

DDRESSING the

students at [IT Bom-

bay during last year's

TechFest, Nobel lau-

reate professor Ven-
katraman Ramakrishnan ex-
pressed his disappointment on
really smart students including
HTians joining finance and
management and wasting their
talent. Ramakrishnan said, “O-
ne needs to be sufficiently sm-
art to get into finance or man-
agement profession, One can-
not be an idiot and be success-
ful in finance or management. I
agree with that. But, one does
net need to be in the top 0.1 per
cent, which is what you I Tians
are, and you guys getting into fi-
nance or management 1s a total
waste of your talent. Why is gov-
ernment spending all this
money in II'T’s to create engi-
neering and science graduates?
It is not for you to go and be-
come an accountant for a mu-
Itinational company.” He fur-
ther said, “So what you guys
should do s think big! Don't set-
tle for corporate jobs, if you aim
high and say to yourself that you
want to invent new technolo-
gies, new sources of energy or
technologies that save lives, you
will make fundamental discov-
eries for better tomorrow, this is
what top people should aim for;
and not settle for mediocre cor-
porate lives.”

On the occasion of 50th an-
niversary of IIT Bombay (cele-
brated in the year 2008), pro-
fessor Kalyan Singhal, a 1967
graduate from the same IIT,

now in Merrick School of -

Business, University of Balti-
more, wrote an article in an
Indian daily titled “A renais-
sance of the Indian Institutes
of Technology”. He suggested
three main aspects on which
IITs need to focus. First, the
IITs should support them-
selves financially and have full
autonomy m selecting direc-
tors and mbking fifankial and
operational’ decisions. They
could then control their own

| Arun Nigavekar

LESSONS LEARNED: Nobel laureate Venkatraman Ra:
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makrishnan expressed his disappointment on really

smart students, including IITians, joining finance and management and wasting their talent

destinies and play major roles
in shaping India’s future. Sec-
ond, the IITs could focus en
research and development
(R&D) in three interdependent
domains: sustainability, part-
nerships with public and pri-
vate organisations, and rural
areas and stums to improve the
economy of the unorganised
sector. Third, they could ex-
pand postgraduate education,
include field training and com-
munity engagement in under-
graduate education, provide
leadership to other technical
Institutiens, and collaborate
with other external entities.
Infosys chairman emeritus
NR Narayana Murthy feels that
the quality of students entering
1ITs is degrading year after year
due to the coaching classes.
While addressing the Pan IIT
Summit in New York October

nology institutions. He said,
“Thanks to the coaching class-
es today, the quality of students
entering I1T5 is going lower and
lower. Apart from the top 20 per
cent of students who crack the
IIT entrance examination and
can stand among the best any-
where in the world, quality of
the remaining 80 per cent of
students leave much to be de-
sired.” He further said, “The
only way II'Ts can become bet-
ter is if 80-90 per cent of mem-
bers on their governing council
are alumni, Nobody is both-
ered about an institution more
than its alumni, We must
somehow persuade the gov-
ernment of India to let go of
its control and make sure ma-
jority of the council members
are the IT alumni.”

Today, there are 16 IITs and
since 1958 a policy of protec-

“last'year; Murthy called for ari»: tive discrimination is followed

ovethaul " of the selection
process for the coveted tech-

(a type of affirmative action):
15 per cent of the seats are re-

served for candidates belong- -

ing to the traditionally exchud-
ed indigent caste groups listed
under a schedule (scheduled
castes) and 7.5 per cent for
those belonging to tribes that
have remained outside the
mainstream society listed un-
der a schedule (scheduled tr-
- ibes). Since 2008, schemes of
reservation have been extend-
ed to other underprivileged
classes up to 27 per cent. Thus,
in all 49.5 per cent of the seats
are reserved, and apart from 5
percentage advantage in quali-
fying examination; these stu-
dents have cut-off marks for
gualifying in the II'T-Joint En-
trance Examination level at
two-thirds of the mark of the
last student admitted in the
general category.
Narayan Jayram in his arti-

cle titled, “Toward World-Class - - . - :
e-Gtatus? The 11T Systern and o Be «The wititer MaTormero

11T Bombay"” says, that today
“The functional autonomy of

Iaqumoog

o

II'Ts is seriously compromised.
Their continued dependence
on governmental funds is an
cpen invitation for greater po-
litical interference, Recent gov-
ernmental decisions concern-
ing the creation of a lecturer’s
position in 11T, the relaxation
of PhD qualification for this po-
sition, the starting of new 1I'Ts
without adequate preparation,
the pay packages for the faculty
and other options suggest that
the government has begun
treating II'T5s as regional univer-
sities if not as its own depart-
ments.” He further adds, “The
challenges, both external and
internal, faced by the IIT sys-
tem reduce optimism abeut the
ability of existing I1Ts to realise
their dream of world-class sta-
tus or the ability of new [1Ts to
replicate the achievements of
the original five. One fears that
the fledgling II'Ts will hardly
take off, and even if they do, it
will be several decades before
they reach a modicum of what
the original five achieved dur-
ing the quarter century of
their existence.”

So we have self-created pro-
blems in the 11T system and we
cannot turn the wheels of
events and actions back. We
need to address them, It is here
proactive and positive minded
present and past I1T professors,
alumni of five IITs and eminent
industrialist should come to-
gether to suggest the ways and
means to revitalise the IIT edu-
cation. The best ministry of
human resource and develop-
ment could do is to create a
conducive platform for such a
discussion without interfer-
ence and implement the rec-
ommendations of such a group
in all letter and spirits. Othe-
wise, we would never be able to
revitalise the IIT system.

arun.nigavekar
@mydigitalfc.com -

chairman of UGC and former
VC of University of Pune)
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Doubling higher education enrolmentto
meet target will cost 9.5 lakh cr by 2020

Kirtika Suneja
New Delhi,May1 -

NDIAS target of doubling the
grossenrolmentratio(GER)in
higher education by 2020 will
come at a price of ¥9.5 lakh crore
and require an additional 10,510
technical institutions, 15,530 col-
leges and 521 universities. GER is
thenumber of actual studentsasa
share of all potential students.
The human resource develop-
ment (HRD) ministry has set a goal
of doubling GER to 30% by 2020
fromthe current15%. Theratiowas
approximately 12% in 2008-09 - on-
lyafourthof theaverage GER inde-
veloped countries (54.6%), even
worse than developing countries in
transition, whichhave36.5%.
“The investment required in

higher education is more than ¥9
lakh crore if we want to achieve
30% GER. Thisincludesthecostof
setting up more institutes, infra-
structure and salaries,” said a
ministryofficial. Thesearethees-
timates of the National Universi-
ty of Educational Planning and

HOMEWORK ) No. of institutions
@; m;‘ , g,‘ ‘ "
Central Deemed R o
universities universities unlversities
. . Private - Institutions of Colleges )
universities naticnal importance

Administration.

Atpresent, India’shighereduca-
tion system has 544 universities in-
cluding 42 central, 261 state, 73 pri-
vateand 130deemed ones, and close
to31,32colleges. Currently, 14,6 mil-
lionstudentsareenrolled inhigher
education. An additional capacity

Doubling...

A recent task force of the HRD

ministry said the lecturer-to-stu-
dent ratio in the country is 1:20.9,
against 1:13.5 recommended by
the University Grants Commis-
sion at 1:12 for postgraduate stu-
dents and 1:15 for undergradu-
ates. The shortage of faculty
standsat3lakhat present.

-+ of about25 million seats will be re-

quiredoverthenextdecade tomeet
theincreased demand.

According to Ernst & Young, in
thelast decade, the number of uni-
versities in the country grew at a
CAGR of 7.5% as against the 47%
growth observed from 1951-2001.

Thenumberof collegeshavegrown
at a CAGR of 11% in 2001-2011 as
against6.1% during 1951-2001.

The GERinthe18-24agegroupis
about13% and it is a summation of
individual GERs in various disci-
plines like arts, science, com-
merce, engineering, polytechnics,
distance education, vocational ed-
ucation and medicine.

Thellth Five-Year Planhadseta
target of taking higher education
GER t015% by 2011-12 and the Uni-
versity Grants Commission (UGC)
hadsaidthattoachievethistarget,a
significant increase in altocation to
higher education, close te the tar-
geted 1% of the GDP on higheredu-
cation, would berequired.

The funds requirement in-
cludes faculty costs as well.
sContinued onPage2
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Sibal softens, may end
stand-oft Wlth Nitish

Hlma.nslillhawnn [ Tn

New Delhi: The stalemate be-
tween human resource devel-
opment (HRD) minister Kapil
Sibal and Bihar CM Nitish
Kumaronsiteof the proposed
central university in Bihar
could be heading towards a
resolution with the former
hinting that he was ready
visit the issue afresh.

In an apparent softening
of his stand, Sibal had told Ra-
jya Sabha on Monday that he
was willing to talk to Kumar
to discuss the issue. “I have
rung up Nitish Kumarji I
have requested him for an ap-
pointment, I am willing to sit
with him and decide as to
what we should do about the
Bihar central university as

. well. Wehaveno problems.”

Bihar CM has pitched Mo-

tihari as the site for the uni-

to ' CHANGE IN STRATEGY?

versity on the ground that the
district headquarters of East
Champaran lacked quality
educational infrastructure.
The ministry insisted on
Gaya as the headquarter for
what will be the first central
university in Bihar.

The duo is expected to
meet in New Delhi, when the
Bihar CM comes to attend the
CMs’ conference on NCTC on
May 5 amid indications that
the Congress is keen the mat-

Page 5 of 9
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ter is sorted out at the earliest
as part of an ambitious ou-
treach to Kumar ahead of the
Presidential polls.

Sibal's accommodative
tone in the RS contrasted
sharply with the ministry’s

+ earlier position that the loca-

tion of the proposed universi-
tyatGayawasadonedeal. The
ministrygotaround thestate’s
reluctance in giving land by
getting thedefenceministryto
allotanunused plot.

The switch in stand al-
though part of Sibal's new-
found conciliatory tack is be-
ing seen in the light of the
Congress’seffortstoreach out
topotentialalliesfor the presi-
dential polls. With his image
as someone who has tried to
turn Bihar around and who
comes off uneasy inthe BJP's
partnership, Kumar appears
tofitthebill.



Page 6 of 9

Economic Times ND 02/05/2012 P-3

SME %! gI99 W Ueg il IT-1IM Teeue

[aﬂamﬂa{ﬁﬁﬁ]

Ay Sttty Fhfefeata wrfam
(TACRHIT) 7 TUUE &1 WAYRIT &
H1 a1 97 % fau g ik ardstdun
¥ fovmsl =7 wee ofh

TS YR H HER F & foe |
FRARS R Fa ¥ faiE W
TR W B el § | TS % Wi
A a9 Y A g, o  faew daR
FH WO W ©@ § fowd < & i
Yo dE F et @ v R
T YFR F T ol wrefriEd
w3 T ot T A A T @ TR R .
&% | HEEH S W), WA Ue Hifemw
mﬁﬁa(ﬁﬁﬁ)ﬁﬁ@ﬁ—mﬁm%m
aegaE Wewed  Sfafem
(TiewHT) i W9 R R 3R @ ¥ O
TR ol tER A R A vm R F

Indian Express ND 02/05/2012

wﬁﬁ@@éﬁwaaﬁu mﬁ@ﬁwﬁﬁwﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁm

?13=01 w1, ‘a7 THTEeR §9 ¥ fag
Aemrh €1 3= w1 o = Frfo ifg e
T F EM ¥ e d . e
TG 25 B vk Gg= S i 56 forg
wei ¢ 1% AT % -4 A
TIfE # o fo = wereften o1 v &8
it T eI 3 g VAR 3 el i S
/WA w1 TEwes 1 fava ¥ o gaa
m@mma?qgiﬁﬁm,‘mﬁ;ahg
FLGEC 1 W Fgd HEeay]
W IR A T I R AT TR F
T ¥ @ Wt wd voe i e S
FofE T S EEAR g

3 3 Tarn R e % 1 el 9
¥ fror amiftegreh & feeeh-Trfiem &
21, aifen g, 3t Y= 3R TRRYA %
Tt FrEE T3 g § | TR
Y ot weirt el & forg fagst B
mﬁmﬁmi

ﬁ@%ﬂﬁ%za%%wﬁm, ey
U I EGUE % TR F Taend
Haed gR Fvifts Janstl & d=eE 1 uee
0N | T Y2 3R Temd w1 T it
¥ 1 3% o7enen gg MUt ) aifes,
I A famy ol s v &
w9 % wiumwr ¥ fa dedte fasma ol
Y T 1 BN ¥ Y w1 T s
FJ T & ® N R Y ande e
Yo ) T 1 U E gy Aes R

P-6

HRD plans Patil gift: Central varsity in Amravati

N
- _ANUBHUTI VISHNOI
NEW DELHI, MAY 1

VEN as the political

scene has heated up

over  determining
President Pratibha Patil’s
successor, the stage is set for
her farewell. The Kapil Sibal-
led Union Human Resource
Development (HRD) Min-
istry is also wrapping up a
farewell gift for the President
~—a central university in her
hometown Amravati.

Sibal confirmed to The
Indian Express that a central
university will be set up in
Amravati. The HRD Min-
istry has already written to
the Maharashtra govern-
ment seeking its views on
the issue. The ministry has
asked the state government
to also indicate what would
be preferable — upgrading
the existing varsity or setting
up a new one. The ministry
itself, it is learnt, is in favour
of setting up a new varsity

that will be set up in the 12th
Plan period.

While the ministry is yet
to firm up plans on whether
more new central varsities
will be added during the 12th
Plan, the Amravati plan has
received the green signal,
sources confirmed.

Incidentally, while Presi-
dent Patil had at least on two
occasions written to the
HRD Ministry on locating
an institute in Amravati,
both requests had been

THE PRESIDENT

had at least on two
occasions written to
ministry on locating an
institute in Amravati;
hoth requests had
been turned down

turned down. In 2008, the
President first suggested that
an IIT be set up at Amravati

exclusively for women.
‘While the minjstry and even
the Prime Minister’s Office
granted in-principle ap-
proval for the same, the
Planning Commission re-
jected the idea saying none
of the nation’s major insti-
tutes was gender specific and
setting such a precedent
would not only pave the way
for similar demands in other
institutes but also end up di-
luting the brand IIT.

Patil, however, did not

give up. She wrote in 2010to
the Prime Minister request-
ing that the existing Sant
Gadge Baba Amravati Uni-
versity be upgraded to acen-
tral university. The HRD
Ministry ended up rejecting
the idea saying that its experi-
ence with upgrading existing
varsities to central varsities
was not very good and that
this mode! was not found
very successful. However, as
Patil readies to demit her
high office, the ministry has

finally agreed to a central
varsity in her hometown.

The proposed central
university at Amravati will
be an addition to the 40 ex-
isting central varsities. While
as many as 14 new central
varsities were announced in
2008, most of them are still
finding their feet. Land and
location have also not been
handed over for some of
these even four years after
vice-chancellors were ap-
pointed.
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Singapore students prepare
master plan for Nalanda University

Plan, put together by 14 Chinese students, emphasises local farming

Press Trust of Indla
Singapore, May 1

A group of architecture
students here have drawn up
a master plan for the revival
of aneient Nalanda Universi-
ty in India which had East
Asian and Chinese students
during its functional period
from fifth century CE to 1197

E.

“We will present the draft
plan to the Nalanda Universi-
ty directors later this year
and hope to participate in the
final competition for Nalanda
campus master plan,” Ms Ng
Si Jia, the group leader of the
architecture students from
the National University of
Singapore (NUS), told PTT.

Architecture students, re-

" searchers, academics and
diplomats met on Monday at
‘the Nalanda-Siriwijaya Cen-

tre at the NUS to discuss and

review the plan, ‘The Nalan-

g
g

da University: A Mother Plan
for the 21st Century Campus.’

The plan was put together
by the all-Chinese group of 14
architecture students and in-
cludes two students from the
Nanjing University of China
who are in Singapore on a
student exchange pro-

Mint ND 02/05/2012

Rulns of anclent Nalanda University (file photo).

gramme. The modern build-
ing concept-based plan
stresses on including local
farming on the 150 hectares
of the 180-hectare site to
make it self-sufficient in food
supplies and incorporating
the contribution of the com-
munity within the vicinity as

P-22

e arlier this week, Patlia-

mé ment passed two

& amendment Bills refat-

ed to education. The Institutes
of Technology (Amendment)
Bill, 2011, and the National In-
stitutes of Technology
(Amendment) Bill, 2000, were
passed after Union human re-
sources development minister
Kapil Sibal reached out to op-
position parties.

The Bills by themselves are
no more than enabling instru-
ments. By declaring the new

Indian Institutes of Technology
(11Ts), the Institute of Technol-
ogy at Banaras Hindu Universi-
ty and the new Indian Insti-
tutes of Science Education and
Research as institutions of na-
tional importance, the law now
enables them to grant degrees
to students enrolled there.

Yet there was no substantive
debate on quality issues that
are likely to confront these
new institutes in the years
ahead.

In the more than six decades

A question of quality

since independence, the short-
age of quality educational in-
stitutions has ensured that
good education remains an
elitist dream for most Indians.
Since 2000, India, along with
China, has been adding the
most working-age youth to the
global population, It has been
pointed out by many that this
group is likely to be short on
skills useful for a growing
economy unless the govern-
ment takes some quick supply-
side initiatives in education.

has been the case at the an-
cient centre when 200 villag-
es supplied food to the
campus residents.

The plan also emphasises
on inculcating local cultural,
environmental and ecologi-
cal elements in the campus
though the revived university
would draw international

students, including from Chi-
na, according to the
presentation.

Singapore’s top architect
and NUS Adjunct Prof Tay
Kheng Soon took the stu-
dents on a week-long tour of
India and visited the ruins of
Nalanda in Bihar as well as
the site for the new universi-
ty, “to get them the feel of
area” before working on the
plan,

While it was only a study
project, the target would be
to participate in the eventual
design and plan, stressed Ms

So far, both in terms of
quantity and quality, these ef-
forts have been found wanting.
It is the quality issue that is es-
pecially worrisome. The repu-
tation of the existing ITTs was
developed on the basis of their
rigorous entrance require-

ments and the good training

imparted by carefully chosen
faculty. Generous spending on
infrastructure and facilities
completed the equation.
Barring a few exceptions,
this cannot be said of the new
institutions that were launched
in a hurry {as the amendment
Bills amply demonstrate). They
clearly lack the faculty and in-

Ng, who will graduate later
this year from the NUS.

“But we will continue to
pursue this project,” she add-
ed, stressing that it was alife-
time experience of visiting
India and the Nalanda site
from January 30 to February
6 this year, during which they
met the Vice-Chancellor, Ms
Gopa Sabharwal,

Prof Tay said he believed
the revival of Nalanda would
help change the current fac-
ulty-based teaching to more
open concepts.

International students
wolld join the Nalanda Uni-
versity, which is scheduled to
be functional from 2013.

Singapore, India, China
and Japan are leading the
main sponsors for recon-
structing the University, esti-
mated to cost $1 billion. More
donations were being sought
for the university project.

frastructure of the kind the
original IITs have. So, from
a quality perspective, the
intervention by the govern-
ment is unlikely to have the
desired effect. ‘
There will be future occa-
sions for institution creation
(as opposed to institution
building, something this gov-
ernment is incapable of). It is
important that the government
carefully think about planning
issues before embarking on
such hasty ventures.

Why did the government rush
to create more IITs? Tell us at
views@livemint.com
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Bihar Central Varsity
may have 2 Campuses

Compromise may see Motihari & Gaya hosting university

URMI A GOSWAMI
NEW DELHI

A compromise toend the standoft‘ over the Bi-
har Central University could result in the es-
tablishment of a two-campus institution. A
campus in Motihari, along withthemain cam-
pus in Gaya, is among options being consid-
ered by the HRD ministry
HRD minister Kapil Sibal has beenlocked in
an impagse with chief minister Nitish Kumar
over thelocation of the Bihar Central Univer-
sity. While Sibal and the HRD ministry favour
Gaya, on account of factors like accessibility,
facilities and other practical and logistical
consideration, the state gov-
.. w €trnment would like the
<" wsw e Universitytobesetupin
- ?ﬁ "% %  Motihari,
" Somed st ' . Sibal is keen to re-
., solve this situation.
- Being at cross purpos-
: + eswith Kamar's JD(U)-
‘eu 4 BJP government in Bi-
harisexactingitstollon
Sibal’s efforts to secure

Belng atcross
purposes with Nitish
Kumaris exacting its
toll on Sibal’s efforts
to secure passage
for his education
legislation inthe
Rajya Sabha

passage for his education bills in the Rajyva
Sabha. Without the support of BJP, Sibal will
find it difficult to pass the bills.

The human resource development minister
hasbeen charged with attempting to politicise
the issue, and using the Bihar Central Univer-
sity to create a rift in the state. BJP has
charged Sibal with raking up a controversy
over thesiteof theuniversitytodenyBiharits
legitimate demand. A situation that BJP says
is unfortunate as Sibal’s first term in Parlia-
ment was as a Rajya Sabha MP from Bihar.
BJP spokesman Shahnawaz Hussain said,
“higher education in Bihar is in bad shape.
Sibal is creating unnecessary controversy
over the location of the university He is in-
stead trying to deny this institution to Bihar.”

An earlier effort to resolve the situation
failed. Since Kumar had made a public com-
mitment to set up a university in Motihari,
Sibalhad offered central assistancetosetupa
state university in the area. This offer was not
acceptable to the Bihar chief minister, who
hadmade it clear thathe was committed toset-
ting up a Bihar Central University in Motiha-
ri. Kumar also has the backing of the state as-
sembly, which passed a resolution backing up
the demand for setting up the Bihar Central
University in Motihari.

The HRD minister is keen to make it clear
that he is not playing politics over the univer-
sity’slocation. Sibaltold MPs that he “rungup
Nitish Kumariji, I have requested him for an
appointment, I am willing to sit with him and
decide what we should do about the Bihar Cen-
tral University. We have no problems. I think
in terms of what the future of the children of
Bihar as to what they need, what they requi-
re..I certainly have o problem in talking
with Nitish Kumarji.’

The two campus offer willbe dlscussed when
Kumar and Sibal meet. However no firm date
hasbeen fixed for themeeting.
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DU teachers, students excited about
funds for research programme

Vljetha SN

NEW DELHI: Delhi University's
under-graduate students
with research on their minds
have never had it this good,
The university’s recently in-
troduced “innovation pro-
jects from colleges” that seek
to encourage research at the
under-graduate level by pro-
viding the necessary funding,
prompted around 150 pro-
posals with topics varying
from reasons for stress
among students to projects
like “green approach for ex-
traction of hazardous heavy
metal ions and dye from syn-
thetic and natural waste™.
“We have in all chosen 113
projects, with each of them
slated to receive funding up
to Rs.5 lakh,” said Vice-
Chancellor Dinesh Singh on
Tuesday, adding that several
colleges had received fund-
ing for six to seven projects
with some really interesting
. topics. “The boys from Kesh-
av Mahavidyalaya want to

improve on an apparatus in-
vented by eminent Physicist
and Nobel laureate C. V, Ra-
man,” he said.

Teachers in the university,
however, say it was long
coming, since the “luxury” of
research had until now been
restricted to those teaching
at the post-graduate level.

*-*This thing has a world of

possibilities for' us,” said
Hindu College acting Princi-
pal Praduman Kumar, who
received Rs.20 lakh on Mon-
day for the many projects
proposed by his faculty. He
felt that besides inculcating
scientific temper among
mostly disinterested stu-

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: Delhi University
will for the first time in its
history be celebrating
“Founder’s Day” on the
lawns of the Viceregal
Lodge here on Wednesday.
The event will also see the
unfurling of the university
flag, another first.

Celebration of
Founder’s Day today

“This university was
founded exactly 90 years
ago,” said Vice-Chancellor
Dinesh Singh, who dug
into several of the
university archives to find
out the exact date. Rajya
Sabha member Dr. Karan
Singh, an alumnus of the
university, will be the chief
guest,

dents, the obvious advantag-
es for teachers too were
uncountable,

“The UGC guidelines have
the point system for promo-
ticn of teachers which con-
siders publications, seminars
and research projects. Un-
der-graduate teachers were
at a disadvantage till now,
they would either apply at
the university department or
to the UGC. Very few teach-
ers actually got any funding
to carry out any research,” he
added.

According to Dr. Kumar,
the approval letter from the
university alsc defines the
break-up of the amount, with
specific amounts allotted for
specific things like equip-
ment and logistics for con-
ducting seminars. “After the
project, the machines would
obviously stay in the college;
I don’t think the university
will want them back. So, in
the end the entire college and
future students stand to ben-
efit,” he said.



